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Light breaking through the clouds can transform the day’s drear into an invitation to venture out 

into the world. 

A tree, suddenly appearing inside the living room, adorned with fairy lights and familiar 

ornaments, can bring a sense of anticipation and wonder, a sense of careful but cheerful 

optimism, that Christmas is coming, with family visits and special treats and mysterious boxes 

wrapped in ribbons. 

Giggles from little ones, breaking the silence of your thoughts, draw you out of your ruminations 

and return your attention to what matters most to you. 

At Christmas, you might hear a beloved childhood song that can weave its way into even the 

most inaccessible corners of your heart, and you can find yourself weeping at its hopefulness, 

yourself broken by the song’s resolve for kindness, when contrasted against the pain of your life 

and your dismay at the world around you. 

As you dry your tears, you realize how far you’ve come from where you wanted to go. But it 

wasn’t your fault. Life is just harder than you thought it would be. And now, you continue your 

week with a deeper understanding of yourself, aware of that hidden sense of loss, and perhaps 

inspired to change the world around you, so that when you look at it, your heart is filled with 

courage and hope, like it was when you were younger.   

Light, trees, laughter, and music: Each is just a small miracle. But, as a scholar put it, 

“any moment in time has the possibility to mediate the saving presence of God, and all of history 

becomes the stage upon which God works out God's gracious and redemptive will”[i] 

And the promise is that – if just a little thing can change your day, change your outlook, change 

your world – then within us, we have the potential to transform the days, outlooks, and worlds of 

the people around us. 

*** 

God speaks to the prophets, to Jeremiah, to Isaiah, and then to John, who dwelt not in the seat of 

power, not in the heart of Rome, not in Temple of Jerusalem, but in the wilderness. To the people 

of Israel, to the people who lived and died under Roman rule, John declared with words both 

ancient and new: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be 

filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, 

and the rough ways made smooth; and all [people] shall see the salvation of God” (Luke 3:4-6).   

What strength, what hope, what in his life’s witness can he point to, if he wants to break through 

the drear of the people of Israel and the silence of their thoughts and affect the most inaccessible 

corners of their hearts? 
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The courage comes from the One who created light with only a word, who made all things with 

the Word, and who promises to make all things clear, giving us the words when we need them. 

Because, as Isaiah declares, the word of our God will stand forever (40:8). And the Gospel 

proclaims, with joy and almost disbelief, that Jesus of Nazareth is the salvation,[ii] is the glory of 

God, is the truth people long for, is the healing we struggle even to hope for. 

And all the people will see, Luke teaches – not just you, not just your family, not just the people 

you see around you in church – but also your neighbors, your bosses, your leaders, the 

executives in charge of companies, the immigrants who do not speak up, the people who close by 

and the people who are a world away, the familiar and the stranger: All the people will see this 

salvation of God.[iii] 

*** 

And we are a part of that. For our part, we need only say the word of God into our lives, in the 

deep valleys of our hearts, and trust that our changed life would be a small miracle that would 

take root in other people’s hearts – that, in our salvation and healing, their salvation might begin, 

too, in breaking through their drear and silence.  

And God will not stop healing us and making us whole. “Christ comes for all of our lives, John 

asserts, seeking to redeem not just our leisure time but all of time, history, and humanity.”[iv] 

So in that way, each of us is a prophet. 

The question is: who is God calling you to comfort? Who are God’s people for you to speak to? 

Where are the valleys that need to be lifted up? Where are the crooked paths that need to be 

made straight? 

Who do you see around you who is struggling to make it through the end of this year? Who do 

you see at the store or on the street who is grumbling and despairing? What would a word of 

warmth do for them? What would just a kind word do? 

How might the smallest of miracles break through someone’s cloudy day and shed light on 

them? How might a word from God, which stands forever, bring comfort to those who feel 

forgotten by the world? 

I can’t wait to find out. I can’t wait to see your response in faith. Amen.  
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