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In the Gospel lesson, Jesus proclaims a powerful new message, something that told of the 

kingdom of God, and his teaching draws attention from the crowd. It even draws resistance from 

those unready to hear it, from people who want nothing to do with God and who are on the 

lookout for ways to poison those around them by attending religious services and attempting to 

silence voices of hope and new life. They’re very sly about it. They ask, innocently: “Is not this 

Joseph’s son?” 

 

But Jesus defends the message, one of inclusion of those whom the people of God hate. The 

naysayers prevail, and all in the house of God are filled with rage. Despite the message of hope 

and inclusion and a promise of fulfillment, despite what some in the house of God say of this 

Jesus of Nazareth, who preached good news to them, the congregation chooses exclusivity, 

apathy, and despair as their way of looking at the world. They drive Jesus to the edge of a cliff.  

*** 

Good news, something to be marveled at, is a teaching arrived at, not by denying the love and 

grace of God and the power of the Scriptures, but by understanding them in a more complete 

way than they were known before. Good news is different from an alternative perspective, or a 

competing truth claim, or an outright rejection of what others have taught and known to be true.   

Good news is understanding and maybe even comprehending what God is trying to tell us for 

today, by relying on what God has told us through the Scriptures, what God has proven to be true 

and vital in the life of the Church, what God has revealed to the world by reason, and what God 

has shown us through our personal experience with the very Word of God, incarnate, in our 

lives.  

Good news is within each one of us, waiting to be learned by us, waiting to be shared by us, and 

waiting to make a difference in the community around us. Good news comes from God, spoken 

by the Spirit, dwelling in our hearts, until a moment when we are centered, and we discover a 

thought or a feeling, which presents itself to us. It rests on our hearts, and it seems important, 

unshakeable, so that we have to listen to it, and maybe even share it, so those around us who are 

despairing might have hope, and those who are burdened with guilt and regret might be released 

from their struggle to move forward. We share this good news, even if it drives others to drive us 

to the edge of a cliff. 

What new teaching might be welling up inside of you? What is keeping you from listening to it 

and sharing it? Maybe you could talk to a friend, or your pastor, about what God is putting on 

your heart to transform your life, and your community, and the world. I invite your response. 

Amen. 


