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In the Gospel reading, we watch as Jesus laments the stubbornness of the people of 

God, who reject Jesus in the way they reject all the prophets and truth tellers who 

enter the city gates. But “Jesus rejected hatred because he saw that hatred meant 

death to the mind, death to the spirit, and death to communion with his Father” in 

heaven.i  

Jesus doesn’t reject the people of God, or the Romans occupying the city, or the 

travelers trading spices and goods. Jesus desires to gather them all up “as a hen 

gathers her brood under her wings,” not in a sentimental gesture of affection, but in 

a self-sacrificing embrace, to protect the brood from the threats from the air, 

swiftly falling to the earth. The mother hen is defenseless, her back to the sky – in 

a brave act of protection that reflects Christ’s love for the world.   

On Good Friday, the people of God reject the Son of God, but on Palm Sunday, 

they proclaim aloud: “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.” 

They see promise in Jesus of Nazareth, they see hope, and they hear about his 

message of God’s goodness, which is like nothing in the world. But they do not 

heed it; they do not open themselves to God’s grace, which exceeds our grace; they 

do not agree to make themselves vulnerable to the hatred and violence of the 

world, which fill the sky.  

In their actions on Good Friday, the people of God declare, without words: "God is 

of no importance,” which wins the day, always, until a day of calamity, until 

something unthinkable happens, and the people of God and all the world pause in 

their thinking, and worry instead that “God is of supreme importance,"ii that God’s 

ways are wiser than ours, and that God calls us to repentance once more, if we are 

able.   

Are we able?  

May we keep a holy Lent, and wait for the new creation of Easter.  

Amen.  

i Thurman, Howard. Jesus and the Disinherited. Boston, MA: Beacon Press, 1996, p. 88. 
ii Heschel, Abraham J., and Susannah Heschel. Moral Grandeur and Spiritual Audacity: Essays. New York: Farrar, Straus & 

Giroux, 1997, p. 163. 

                                                           


