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A woman dared to touch Jesus. A man insulted her in her own home. Her focus remained on 

Jesus, who justified her, as he justifies all of us, and he confronted the man, as he confronts all of 

us. The woman was right to treat Jesus with abundant and unexpected reverence. The man was 

wrong to condemn her; he was wrong to guilt people into selling their possessions and giving 

money to his cause, only to pilfer from it to pursue his own interests.  

Jesus told the man to leave her alone, the woman who was more aware of the significance of 

Jesus than the man who claimed to be a disciple. The man was blind to the reality of who Jesus 

was and would be to the world. The woman knew something more of the deep truth about Jesus, 

the truth about his invitation, his mission, his challenge, his command.  

Jesus invites you and me to discover God’s love for us, which is so deep that God took on flesh 

and literally tabernacled among us; set up a dwelling place in our midst; and revealed to us the 

kind of grace and truth that only come from God (John 1:14).  

Jesus wants us to know that his kind of glory can be found, not just in the old, imposing stones of 

the Temple Wall at Passover, or in the rites and rituals that have bound a people together through 

tribulation and terror, but also, and even more so, in his own body, in his own person, in his own 

life.  

Jesus challenges the world to realize that in Christ we have unending life, in Christ with have 

communion with God, in Christ we have unity with one another in love.  

Jesus commands us to treat each other with a reverence we reserve for the holy spaces we 

pilgrimage to each week and year. He teaches us to see as special every person we encounter, to 

care for them the way we strive to care for the gravesite of a loved one, and to recognize the full 

worth and fleeting beauty of every person’s actions, words, thoughts, and inclinations.  

In you and in me is the presence of God, at work in every moment of our lives. There is no 

distance between you and your Creator. There is no sacrifice you can make to be reconciled to 

God. There is nothing you can do to be any more beloved by the Source of love. We have what 

we were looking for all along. God gave it to us before we knew we needed it. It is already ours, 

if we can recognize it. 

Christ’s body is broken so that we might find wholeness in ourselves, a fullness that comes from 

God (John 10:10), an understanding that we want for nothing – no matter our station, our 

circumstance, our health, our past, or our prospects. You need offer nothing for God’s grace and 

truth to illumine and give life to you.  



But God welcomes you to surrender, in praise and with thanksgiving, everything that you are, so 

that you would stop standing in the way of the love which is abundantly offered to you and so 

that you might see each day more completely for what it is – a gift of God – to be revered and 

treasured, more than anything else we might fashion for ourselves.  

Thanks be to God.  

Amen.    

 


